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therefore I should be glad to have this arrive time enough
to prevent your mentioning the contents of my letter. In
that case, I should not be concerned to have given you that
mark of my constant good wishes, nor to have talked to you
of my affairs, which are as well in your breast as my own.
They never disturb me, for my mind has long taken its
stamp, and as I shall leave nobody much younger than
myself behind me for whom I am solicitous, I have no
desire beyond being easy for the rest of my life: I could
not be so if I stooped to have obligations to any man
beyond what it would ever be in my power to return.
When I was in Parliament, I had the additional reason of
choosing to be entirely free; and my strongest reason of
all is, that I will be at liberty to speak truth both living
and dead*. This outweighs all considerations of interest,
and will convince you, though I believe you do not want
that conviction, that my yesterday's letter was as sincere in
its resolution as in its professions to you. Let the matter
drop entirely, as it is now of no consequence* Adieu I

Yours ever,

H. W.

1313.   To SIR HOEACE

Strawberry Hill, July 26,1770.

ARE you not glad to have been so long without hearing
from me? Your ministerial blood has had time to cool, and
settle into the channels of representative dignity. Instead
of Wilkes having been so, it looks as if Beckford had been
the firebrand of politics, for the flame has gone out entirely
since his death,

And corn grows now where Troy town stood:

Charles Jenkinson, afterwards Earl        2 Proba.bly an   allusion  to  the
of Liverpool.e man; and
